St Mary the Virgin,
Rickmansworth

Serving the whole community
Please stand as the Procession enters
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe!
From the rising of the sun to its setting
your name is proclaimed in all the world.
The Lord of glory be with you. The Lord bless you.
Hymn: God is here!
At our Lord’s baptism in the river Jordan God showed himself
to all who have eyes to see and ears to hear. The Father spoke
from heaven, the Spirit descended as a dove and Jesus was
anointed with power from on high. Here is the door of faith,
through which we enter the kingdom of heaven. As children of
God, we are adopted as his sons and daughters, and called to
proclaim the wonders of him who called us out of darkness
into his marvellous light.
Collect: Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed
him to be your Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant
to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, that we may
be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
Reading/s
At the end This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading: Alleluia, alleluia. This is my Son, the Beloved,
with whom I am well pleased. Alleluia.
At the opening Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to N.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Renewal of Baptismal Vows All turn to face the font
Water is poured into the font with these words
God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life.
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more.
The president stands before the water and says
Praise God who made heaven and earth,
who keeps his promise for ever.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
We thank you, almighty God, for the gift of water to sustain,
refresh and cleanse all life. Over water the Holy Spirit moved
in the beginning of creation. Through water you led the
children of Israel from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the
Promised Land. In water your Son Jesus received the baptism
of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the
Christ, to lead us from the death of sin to newness of life. Lord
of life, renew your creation.
We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism. In it we are
buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
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Therefore, in joyful obedience to your Son, we baptize into his
fellowship those who come to him in faith.
Lord of life, renew your creation.
Now sanctify this water that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,
they may be cleansed from sin and born again. Renewed in
your image, may they walk by the light of faith and continue for
ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom with
you and the Holy Spirit be all honour and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.
Lord of life, renew your creation.
Father, we give you thanks and praise for your gift of water in
creation; for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, bringing
light and life; for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, baptized in
the river Jordan. We bless you for your new creation, brought
to birth by water and the Spirit, and for your grace bestowed
upon us your children, washing away our sins. May your holy
and life-giving Spirit move upon these waters. Restore through
them the beauty of your creation, and bring those who are
baptized to new birth in the family of your Church. Drown sin
in the waters of judgement, anoint your children with power
from on high, and make them one with Christ in the freedom
of your kingdom. For all might, majesty, dominion and power
are yours, now and for ever.
Alleluia. Amen.
I saw water flowing from the threshold of the temple.
Wherever the river flows everything will spring to life.
Alleluia.
On the banks of the river grow trees bearing every kind of
fruit. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail.
Their fruit will serve for food, their leaves for the healing of
the nations. For the river of the water of life flows from
the throne of God and of the Lamb.
God of truth, you are faithful to the covenant you have made
with us; look in mercy on your people. From all our sins, O
Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.
We have broken the pledges of our baptism, and failed to be
your disciples. From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and we
shall be clean.
Though we are saved by Christ and dead to sin through the
deep waters of death, we have not witnessed to his grace by
our manner of life. From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and
we shall be clean.
We have shown indifference to those in need and have been
afraid to stand up for justice and truth. From all our sins, O
Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.
We have been slow to forgive, and have failed to remember
your repeated forgiveness of our sins. From all our sins, O
Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.
Today we rejoice and give thanks because your Son humbled
himself to be baptized in the Jordan. Through the waters you
have given us the mystery of baptism for the remission of our
sins. From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and we shall be
clean.

Through water and Spirit you give us new life as the people of
God, and pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant.
From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.
Almighty God, in our baptism you have consecrated us to be
temples of your Holy Spirit. May we, whom you have counted
worthy, nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith, and
worship you with upright lives; through Jesus Christ. Amen.
‘Come,’ say the Spirit and the Bride. ‘Come forward, you who
are thirsty, receive the water of life, the free gift to all who
desire it.’
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and
bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
All are invited to come to the font to share a sign of renewal
Intercessions All kneel/sit
At the end, the following may be used
Merciful Father, accept these prayers, for the sake of
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Peace All stand
God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us
and, as a pledge of what is to come, has given the Spirit to
dwell in our hearts.
cf Ephesians 1.13,14
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Hymn: Day of judgment!
Preparation of the Table: Open the heavens, Holy Spirit, for us
to see Jesus interceding for us; may we be willing to share his
baptism, ready to share his cup and strengthened to serve him
for ever. Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer – Remembering the Last Supper
The Lord be with you and also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved
Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, through whom you have
created all things; who was sent by you in your great goodness
to be our Saviour. By the power of the Holy Spirit he took
flesh; as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth
and went about among us; he opened wide his arms for us on
the cross; he put an end to death by dying for us; and revealed
the resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will
and won for you a holy people. And now we give you thanks
because by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a holy
people in Jesus Christ our Lord; you raise us to new life in him
and renew in us the image of your glory. Therefore with angels
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you
and saying: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that
by the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy
will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he
was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which
is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same
way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave

it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died: Christ is
risen: Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his
perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and
looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of
our redemption. As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your
presence and serve you. Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this one
bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of [N and] all
the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus
Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer: Believing the promises of God, as our
Saviour taught us, so we pray Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and for ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread: We break the bread of life, and that life
is the light of the world. God here among us, light in the
midst of us, bring us to light and life.
Giving of Communion: God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.
Prayers after Communion
Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and
revealed yourself as Father in the baptism of Jesus your
beloved Son: by the power of your Spirit complete the
heavenly work of our rebirth through the waters of the new
creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We thank you, Lord, that you have fed us in this
sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us a
foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all
peoples. Amen.
Hymn: Make us your prophets, Lord
Blessing: May God the Father, who led the wise men by the
shining of a star to find the Christ, the Light from Light, lead
you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. Amen.
May God, who has delivered us from the dominion of
darkness, give us a place with the saints in light in the kingdom
of his beloved Son. Amen.
May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ shine in your
hearts and fill your lives with his joy and peace. Amen.
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
We have come to Christ, the living water.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

